+The Divine Service+
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost| July 30, 2023 | 9am

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure



When the bells ring, please stand and face the cross.

Processional Hymn | 644 The Church’s One Foundation

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P) | said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




The Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 105:2—6; antiphon: v. 1
Oh give thanks to the LorD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
Seek the LoRrD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

0

x —® & < X
H ‘Joae

Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Oh give thanks to the LorD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
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re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy up -
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on us.

For Thou onlyart holy; Thou

on-ly

art the Lord.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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9
(o b
[
And with thy spir - it.

P} Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that,
receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

£ |
A
®
v
A - men.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6-9

iYou ar e a p earmpybueGod Bhe LyorDtyoor Godtas chosen you to
be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth. 'It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, ®but it is
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the
LorD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. °Know therefore that the LoRrD your
God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love
himandkeep hi s commandments, to a thousand

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Romans 8:28-39

%We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose. *For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstoorn among many brothers. *And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

3lWhat then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? **He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? *Who shallbringany char ge agai nst
who justifies. *Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died® more than that,
who was raisedd who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
%Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? *°As it is written,

AFor your sake we are being killed

we are regarded as sheep to be sl augt

%"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. *For |
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, *nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Fuace the cross as it enters the nave.
Alleluia and Verse LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
The Gospel Procession | 505 Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay
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Keep us from the e - vil one; Up-hold our faith most ho - ly,
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A-men, a-men! This be done; So sing we, “Al-le - lu - ia!”
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44-52

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
“l'Jesus said:] fThe kingdom of heaven

found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“MAgain, the kingdom of heaven “whoohi ke
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“fAgain, the kingdom of heaven is 1like

fish of every kind. **When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the
good into containers but threw away the bad. **So it will be at the close of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *°and throw them into the
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

'iHave you understood all t h%Asdéesdidhoi ngs
them, ATherefore every scribe who has be
master of a house, who brings out of hi
([P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



The Nicene Creed back cover of hymnal

Sit
Hymn of the Day | 713 From God Can Nothing Move Me

Sermon
At the close of the sermon, stand, as the pastor speaks the following blessing:

(P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus unto life everlasting!

Amen.
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
Pastor speaks the announcements and the names of those for whom we pray.
The response to the prayers is: (8 Lord, have mercy.



The Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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P] The Lord be with you.
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(P] Lift up  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
f)
A h &
@ S i
'y

ho - san - na, ho -san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He

had given thanks, He broke it and gayv
My I« body, which is given for you. Thisdo inremembr ance of Me. 0

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: ADrink offit
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink

it, 1 n remembrance of Me. O
Pax Domini LSB 197
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A - men.



Agnus Dei LSB 198
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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tak-est a-way the sin of the world, have mer-cyup-on us.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution

Holy Communion at St. Paul
Our congregation confesses the bodily presence of Jesus Christ
in the Sacrament of the Altar. To care for those who are about to receive the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ, the Altar is open to those baptized Christians who repent of their
sins, have been catechized in the Faith, and are members of our congregation, another
congregation of The Lutheran Churchfi Missouri Synod, or of another Church body with
whom we are in fellowship. If you have not communed in a year or are visiting, please
speak with one of our Pastors before communing today.

Distribution Hymn | 536 One Thing’s Needful
Distribution Hymn | 743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure

Distribution Hymn | 554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful

Stand
The Dismissal




[P) The holy body and precious blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and keep

you in the one true faith unto life +everlasting! Depart in peace.
Amen.

LSB 199
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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(A] O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benedicamus LSB 202
f) «
LI
%&. ,
Bless we the  Lord.
f) u
"y
o)
1y T

Thanks be to God.



Benediction LSB 202
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Hymn to Depart | 651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord




The Pearl of Great Price
A Meditation on the Word of God | Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Jesus is teaching his disciples in parables.

He likens the kingdom to a man searching for precious pearls. Finding one pearl of infinite
value, a priceless pearl, he sells everything he has in order to possess it.

Notice that he sells all that he had. That means everything. So unique was that pearl, so valuable
a treasure, so unlike anything else on earth, that he sells everything he has in order to buy it.

| want you to re-think about that this morning. He sells his business, and his property, and his
land. He sells everything in his house. He sells the clothes in his closet, all of his personal
effects. Every memento from his past. He sells all of his furniture. Everything under the roof of

his house issold. Andt hen t he house is sold. He say
t hat pearl, then this is what 16l do. o
Picture that man in your mind. Picture him sat there on the ground with nothing but a pearl in
the palm of his hand. Can you see him? He owns nothing else but that pearl, and yet he is fully
satisfied. Hi s heart is content. He i s
anything else. He doesndt want anything
mean? There are two ways this parable has been interpreted. And the first interpretation goes
like this. The merchant man is you and me. And the pearl of great price is Jesus Christ.
Everyone is searching for somet hi ngtwillWe

make our life happy and complete. Popularity is a pearl. And people think that if they can just
get their hands on popularity, then everything will be alright. If we just look a certain way, and
dress a certain way, speak and act a certain way, then we too can be popular and have it made.

And then of course there is that hyper-popularity of fame and celebrity. And everybody wants
that pearl. And alongside it comes the other pearl of money, and riches, and wealth. And people
are misled and deceivedby t hi s daydream, of thinking
the key to all happiness, is to be famous, and to pose for pictures on the red carpet, and to sign
autographs, and to have millions of followers on Twitter and Instagram. There was a man who
reached that level of fame and fortune once. His name was Solomon. And when he got to the
end of his life, and looked over all that he had and accomplished, he called it all vanity.

But there is a pearl of infinite value and worth. It is Jesus Christ. Jesus is the pearl of great
price. Only in him is there true peace. Every heart is searching for that inner peace that can
withstand anything life throws at you, that cannot be shaken no matter what happens. A soul
that sings for joy because it has shalom: wholeness and completeness. A peace deeper and most
lasting than the superficial happiness that can be found in money, fame, fortune, success.

Jesus Christ is that well of living water that never runs dry. He is the Bread of heaven that man
may eat of it and never die again. In him, true thirst is quenched. In him, true hunger is satisfied.
He is the light of the world that never fades, never changes, never vanishes away, the light that
shines and enlightens every person imprisoned in darkness and in the shadow of death. Jesus
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Christ is that peace. Matthew 11:28: Come to me, he says, all of you who labor and are heavy
laden, all of you who are burdened and wearied, come to me, and | will give you rest. For with
me, he says, you shall find rest for your souls. Money canoét buy tha
rest. It the rest of a conscience that can stand boldly before the world in patience, and boldly
before God in prayer, because it is a conscience knows, even though | am a great sinner, | have
an even greater Savior, one who has loved me and put away my sins in the shedding of his holy,
precious blood. My Lord. My Savior. Jesus Christ.

Jesus is the pearl of great price, not only because in him, there is peace in this life, but also in
himthereishope f or the | ife to come. You thin
appointed unto man once to die, and aft
all moving forward toward that right now. Second by second, minute by minute, we are all
getting ever closer to that moment when we will step out of this world forever. And beyond the
horizon of this life, there is a never-ending existence. And the only hope you have when you
cross the threshold of forever is Jesus Christ.

He is the celestial ladder between heaven and earth. He is the stairway to heaven. John 14:6, he
said, no man can come to the Father except through me. The Scripture says that God has given
to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life. But he that does not
have the Son does not have life. Christ is the pearl of great price. Because while we were yet
sinners, he died for us. He bore our sins in his own body on the cross. He shed his blood for the
ungodly. Jesus died so that one day, and for you it might be this day, you would see the God
who sits upon a throne of mercy and grace, where everyone who is baptized and believing on
the Name of Jesus Christ is welcomed into the joy of the Father.

If Jesus is the pearl of great price, then just like that merchant man, we should heed his call to
discipleship, and be prepared to let go of everything else in order to possess him. We should be
ready to let go of pride, lose our reputations, renounce any claim on this world, and all the
pleasures and shallow happiness that it has to offer. We must be ready to forsake comfort and
ease, be prepared to lose all interest in seeking the adulation of the crowd and the praises of
men. We must deny ourselves and count the cost of following Jesus, and be willing to pay any
price to have him as our priceless treasure.

But there is another interpretation of this parable. And it goes like this. The merchant is Jesus
Christ. And the pearl of great price is you. You are a pearl of inestimable value in the sight of
God. You are not valuable to God because of what you have done or accomplished or achieved.
In himself, man is not good. He is sinful. Apart from God, the human heart is deceitful above all
things. It is desperately wicked. But none of this affects our value to God.

Your valwue is not determined by vyou. I
your deeds. We dono6ét make ourselves va
has set his love upon us. And he esteems us a great treasure. To him, you are a pearl of great
price. And for you, Jesus the merchant man came, giving up everything. He laid aside his
majesty, and the glory that he had with the Father before the creation. And for the joy that was
set before him, he endured the cross, laying down his very life, that he might take up that
priceless pearl in his hands and rejoice over it.
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Can you still see him? The merchant and his pearl? | tell you, it is Jesus. And the treasure in his
palm is you. You are all that he wants. To have find you lost in your sin and your death, and to
redeem you and have you again in his kingdom, is what makes Jesus rich, as far as he himself is
concerned. You are to Christ an object of infinite worth. Others may call you worthless. But to
him, you are priceless. Others may cast you out, they may reject you. But he will pick you up
and never let you go.

He has taken you into his omnipotent hand, the hands that formed the galaxies, the hands that
set the stars in place, the hands that were long ago nailed to a tree. Because he loves you so.
And in his hand, you will remain forever, a precious, priceless, prize of Jesus, who is the lover
of your soul. Amen.

Announcements

St. Paul

Save the Date. The 150th Anniversary of St. Paul, Preble will be celebrated with a Service of
Vespers at 4PM at St. Paul and also a catered Supper and Presentation at 6PM (Zion, Friedheim
Parish Hall) on Saturday, August 19, 2023. To celebrate, we will host the unveiling of our new
stained glass design during the service. At the Supper, we will have a presentation by Rev. Dr.
Cameron MacKenzie of CTS-Ft. Wayne on Lutheran pastor and missionary, F.C.D. Wyneken.
Please save the date on your calendars and plan to join us for our anniversary.

Tickets are available for the 150" Anniversary Supper, August 19", 2023. They are $10/each.
Cut off for buying these tickets is TODAY, July 30™. We hope you can join us. Pick up your
tickets in the narthex from a member of the 150" Anniversary Committee today.

Dessert donation: if you are coming to the anniversary dinner, we invite you to bring a dessert.
The Ladies Aid will be cutting and serving. Have them to the Zion, Friedheim Fellowship Hall
by noon on Saturday, August 19" so that they can be prepared. Thank you.

Pastor Yeager has received the Divine Call to serve Martini Lutheran Church in Baltimore,
Md. Thank you for your prayers as Pastor deliberates this Call.

New members. If you would like to update your Church directories with the info of our new
members, here you go: Allen and Sue Gaines are at 2486 Deerfield Court, Decatur, IN 46733.
Brady and Elizabeth Huff are at 6241 N 400 W, Decatur, IN 46733.

New Church Directory. Speaking of new addresses and contact info, it would probably be a
good time to update our Church Directory. If you or a member you know has any contact
information that has changed, please submit this information to Pastor Yeager.

Constitution/By-Laws. The Voters Assembly is seeking the help of the congregation to update

the Constitution and By-Laws of St. Paul. Please take a copy of the proposed changes to the
ConstitutionandBy-L aws f ound in the narthex and sub
desk. At the next VVoters meeting, a Final Draft will be presented and voted upon, and we will

submit this to the Indiana District LCMS for review.



Sunday School fill-ins for next year are needed and a 3-4™ grade Sunday School teacher is
needed for next year. If you would like to help teach the youth of the congregation the Word of
God, we could certainly use your help. Talk to Pr. Yeager or Jake Miller if interested.

Wyneken
The Wyneken Association Meeting will be held July 31 at 7PM in the Bingen Parish Hall.

Class of 2025 Washington DC golf outing will be August 20 at Cross Creek, in Decatur. Get
your teams together for $240 a foursome or $60 a golfer. We are also looking for businesses
and individuals to sponsor our event as well. Not a golfer, no problem, the class will also be
selling just meal tickets at $12 per meal. For questions or to get signed up, contact Catherine
Faurote at 260-223-1961.

The child care program is looking to increase the number of caregivers with part-time
positions available. There were a number of departures in the daycare this summer, and we
would like to fill these open positions quickly, so that we have adequate staffing throughout the
summer months. Even if you can only help part-time or temporarily, we could certainly use
your help. Those interested may contact Jennifer Conrad at 260-909-1118.

New positions. Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School (Decatur, IN) seeks a middle school
language arts teacher, early childhood teacher (children ages 3-5), assistant athletic director, and
teacher's aide to begin in the 2023-2024 school year. Those interested in any of these positions
are asked to submit a resume and cover letter to Principal Andrew Gavrun. For additional
information, please contact Mr. Gavrun at 260-639-6177 or principal@wyneken.org.

Youth Group

Middle School Youth Events

Sunday, August 6; 5 p.m. 7T Wyneken Kitchen Clean Up. Youth volunteers are needed to help
clean up the Wyneken kitchen. Please note the start time of 5 p.m.

Sunday, August 27; 12noon i All-Youth Back-to-School Bash at Pine Lake. The current plan
for the Back-to-School Bash at Pine Lake Waterpark is to meet in the St. John, Bingen parking
lot at 12noon on Sunday, August 27 and carpool to Berne. The cost for youth is $5. Chaperones
are free as always. You may bring food and beverages in a cooler to be consumed at the picnic
tables near the parking lot at Pine Lake. You may also bring additional cash to purchase
concessions such as hamburgers, nachos, ice cream, etc. Parents willing to chaperone/drive may
contact Pastor Brock. (PastorBrock@gmail.com; 260-301-1640)

High School Youth Activities
Sunday, July 30; 3p.m. T Slip-n-Slide Kickball

Sunday, August 6; 5 p.m. T Wyneken Kitchen Clean Up (see above)
Sunday, August 27; 12noon i All-Youth Back-to-School Bash at Pine Lake (see above)
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If God be not enough for you,

You will never have enough.

Turn to him more, and know him better,
If you would have a satisfied mind.

-Richard Baxter

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, July 30 9AM Divine Service
Monday, July 31 7PM Assn. Meeting,

St John Parish Hall
Wednesday, August 2  7PM Divine Service
Sunday, August 6 9AM Office of Matins

The Parable of the Pearl
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Prayer of the Church

+Sick and Recovering: Joe Nower, Sharon Ewell, Jeff Schueler.

+Wyneken: our teachers, students, staff, and childcare.

+Expectant Mothers: Samantha Stout, Sara Mesing, Katie Keuneke, Emily Shepard, Zoe
Windoloski, Kylee Pearson.

+The Homebound: Edna Mesing; Marge Merriman; Laurna Bulmahn (Woodcrest); Ted
Reinhart (with Tom R.); Ken Schueler, Don Haines (home), Ron Selking (Chesterton, IN).

+Birthdays: Jeff Schueler, Rebecca Hoffman, Micah Borne, Jennifer Faurote, Emmie
Bulmahn, Jazper Huff, Maddie Steiner, Jim Schueler, Caleb Dicke, Emelia Hoffman,
Charlotte Fuelling, Carter Seddelmeyer, Kim MacDowell.

Acolyte 7/30

9am Clayton Minnich

Attendance 7/23

9am 184

Stewardship 7/23

Weekly Goal: $7,969.33 Offering: $5,699.00 Online Offering: $1,321.97

Total Current: $7,020.97 vs. Weekly Goal: -$948.36

Saint Paul Ev. Lutheran Church—Preble, Indiana
A Congregation of The Lutheran Churchiy Missouri Synod

4510 W 750 N, Decatur, Indiana 46733 | 260.547.4176
Church Email: secretary(@stpaulpreble.org Webpage: stpaulpreble.org
Rev. Andrew T. Yeager, Pastor | 260-226-0375 | pastor@stpaulpreble.org

Rev. Dr. Daniel J. Brege, Pastor | 260-547-4256 | djbrege@hotmail.com
Sem. Michael Hahn, Field Worker, 1* Year | 317-366-4804 | michael.hahn@ctsfw.edu
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